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upon it were sold to Cosimo by Buonaccorso Pitti for 9,000
gold florins.

It is generally stated that the Pitti Palace is built on the
design \\hich had, one hundred years before, been drawn up
by Brunelleschi for Luca Pitti. But this (while of course
totally incorrect as regards all the rest of the palace 23) is
an error even as regards the comparatively small portion of
it which formed the Ducal palace in Cosimo's time, and
which scarcely amounts to one sixth of the whole building.
For Buonaccorso Pitti, when selling the property, was un-
able to supply Cosimo with Brunelleschi's design, this having
in the lapse of years been lost. Nor even had it been forth-
coming would a building designed to accommodate an ordi-
nary citizen family in 1440 have sufficed, a hundred years
later, for the residence of the Duke of Florence and his court.
Be this as it may, Cosimo's palace when completed consisted
only of the comparatively small central portion of the front
block of the present palace. When thus finished by him it was
a plain oblong building, three stories high, with seven win-
dows on the front which faces the Via Romana, and without
either the central court or the two great wings on either side
of the latter (running back at right angles to the fagade)
which now form the great central block of the palace. Thus
in Cosimo's and Eleonora's time the palace had a very dif-
ferent aspect from the immense building to which we are
accustomed, including as it ,did only that portion of the
fagade which is embraced by the seven centre windows. This
is remarkably corroborated by a little krrown picture occupy-
ing a dark corner in the long corridov between the Pitti and
Uffizi galleries. It shows the portrait of a lady of the ducal
court with, in the background, a picture of the ducal palace,
demonstrating very plainly what its dimensions were in the
time of Cosimo I. The picture, owing to its background, is
labelled "A lady of the Pitt? iamily"; but the background
itself refutes this, for the pshce is represented as completed
and roojed, which at once jxwes tbat the time is subsequent